
 
 

March 14, 2020 
 
Dear 3-4-5 Families, 

I hope you are finding peace as we enter a journey of uncertainty that is, hopefully, full of silver linings. As you 
heard from Tim, Division Heads would be in touch today with details about the home learning plan for your child 
while Stanley is closed. For the next two weeks, we are committed to providing a creative, engaging and 
thoughtful program for your child. The plan was designed to focus on the core tenets of Stanley’s philosophy, 
prioritizing relational care through flexibility, choice, student agency, the student-teacher connection, equity 
and experiential learning. 

While the home learning experience could never replicate the wonderful learning that happens each day in your 
child’s classrooms, we are confident that we can continue to engage your child in a meaningful education to 
move toward our 7 goals for learners: self-awareness, collaboration, respect, curiosity, perseverance, 
resourcefulness and joyful, lifelong learning.  

I met with the 3-4-5 team yesterday to begin developing engaging, creative and independent activities that are 
joyful and full of choice. I left our time together in awe of the team’s creativity and genuine love and care for our 
students. Resource teachers, learning resource teachers and classroom teachers collaborated to create activities 
in many different categories including science, reading, writing, social studies, math, tinkering and choice, and 
movement and sensory breaks.  

Your 3-4-5 child has a Google Doc account that is linked to a Google Classroom. They have explored Google 
Classroom throughout the year with Jane during Technology Class and also with the classroom teachers on 
Friday. Your child should know their password for their Google Docs Account.  Once, your child is in their Google 
Doc Account, you can find Google Classroom by clicking on the icon with nine circles in the top right corner of 
the screen. Starting on Tuesday, classroom teachers will post assignments under the “classwork” tab in Google 
Classroom. In true Stanley fashion, your child will have a choice, and the activities should be engaging and 
meaningful. From building a fort and writing a story about the magic that happens inside to bringing a setting 
from their Just-Right Book to life by drawing, painting or creating a small diorama, we hope your child will be an 
engaged learner during their time at home.  

The teachers worked hard to create lessons that limited screen time. We want our students to play, build, 
question, think, move, read, write, tinker and explore their creativity. For learners, particularly young children, 
their doing and thinking and making sense of their world, is often done through play. Not only is this time for 
unstructured play important, research tells us that it is essential to the development of a child’s cognitive and 
social/emotional skills. Key to this home learning endeavor is a belief that children should not spend their whole 
day in front of screens. To that end, you can support us by ensuring your children are not spending the lion’s 
share of their time online or in front of screens, encouraging play and experiential learning. 

The teachers would love to see your child’s work! Feel free to send a picture via email so the teachers can also 
feel connected and engaged in your child’s education. Because uploading can be complex, this is not a 
requirement.   



As we have researched, read and learned from teachers who have experienced school closures in China, we 
know that it is important for children to have a connection with their teachers. This aligns with our belief that 
children need to feel connected, seen and heard by their teachers. For that reason, our classroom teachers will 
arrange daily phone calls with each child in their class.  

Teachers will send a Sign-Up Genius or Google Doc to parents each day (either evening or morning) to sign up 
for a phone call. This daily conversation will serve multiple purposes. First, as Stanley values social-emotional 
care, we want to make sure children can connect with their teachers to check in about how they are navigating 
these turbulent times. As always, their health and well-being are of the utmost importance. Secondly, we hope 
this conversation can allow children to practice conversing with adults, telling them about their day and allowing 
them to advocate for themselves about what they’re learning and pursuing in and out of their classes at home. 
We hope these daily conversations can strengthen and deepen your child’s connection with their teacher and 
provide an opportunity each day for them to share how they are learning and growing at home.  

Please reach out to me or your classroom teachers with questions about Google Classroom, login information, 
or specific assignments. If your child was absent on Tuesday, then the teachers will work to connect them to the 
Google Classroom on Monday.  We are happy to support you and your child as we enter this unknown journey. 

Perhaps it goes without saying, but these are uncharted waters for schools and for our teachers. We hope your 
child and family feel connected to their teachers and peers even when we can’t be together in person.  

If I can support you or your children, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me as well. We realize that this plan is 
not perfect and does not capture all that is Stanley. We hope it doesn’t have to last for very long, and we’re all 
able to return to our wonderful community soon. We ask that everyone presume positive intentions, stay 
positive and give grace as we navigate this new ground. 

Thank you for all of your support, stay healthy and be well!  

In constant learning, 
Stephanie  


